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the fascinating Irish genius from Thackera/s stiff disapproval, 
and the work is so well done that we completely forget the 
biographer in the charm of the subject. He has, however, been at 
infinite pains to gather all available material and verify all details 
and has given us a book more enthralling than the whole year's 
fiction. 



The Count Liitzow, who contributed to the mediaeval town 
series the admirable monograph on Prague and who is the author 
of an excellent history of Bohemian literature, is the man above 
all others to give us a final and authoritative Life of Hus.* The 
fact that much of the literary work of Hus has only recently 
been sifted and printed makes a biography, at the moment, of 
special value. The old tradition that all Hus's literary activity 
was crowded into the last few years of his life has been exploded. 
Dr. Plajshans enumerates seventy-four Latin, one German and 
thirty-six Bohemian works of Hus and divides his writings into 
four periods extending over the years from 1403 to his death in 
1415. The Bohemian Academy has recently undertaken the 
publication of the Latin works of Hus and has already included 
several works that had never before been printed. All this 
recent research has thrown new light on the great patriot and 
martyr who paid with his life for being in advance, morally 
and mentally, of his age. At odds with the wide-spread im- 
morality of the priesthood, incensed by simony and corruption 
in the church and by the political subjugation of his nation, Hus, 
with his indomitable courage, his complete self-renouneement, 
led a great patriotic revolt at the same time that he laid the 
foundations of the Eeformation and the age of rationalism. His 
life was noble and exalted from first to last, guided by the high- 
est principles of rectitude and devotion to truth. The present 
Life, though it suffers somewhat from repetition and amassed de- 
tail, is yet scholarly and reliable and is the best English life there 
is of Hus. 



To those who are awaiting eagerly the authoritative biography 
of the last representative of the greater Victorian tradition, it 

• " The Life and Times of Master John Hus." By the Count Ltttzow. 
New York: E. P. Button & Co., 1909. 



